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In February, the youth and children focused on Christian love during the youth 

retreat and February Faith Fest.  That same weekend I asked folks in the 

congregation to share six words on Christian love. 

There is a display in the Welcoming Area that will be up until mid-

March.  If you haven’t had an opportunity to read through some of the 

responses, I encourage you to do so.  I noticed a few recurrent themes among 

the submissions worthy of our reflection. 

Christian love is. . . 

Loving each other when we stumble 

Loving others even when you disagree 

In Christ, all share the burdens 

These submissions coalesce around an understanding that Christian 

love will always have its challenges.  Church is hard!  The most important 

things unite us: our love of God and our commitment to the ways of Jesus.  

But that still leaves a whole lot of space for . . .well, less uniting things.  We 

are varied in so many ways—age, gender, life experience, socio-economic 

status, past trauma, education, political affiliation, and so much more.  It 

shouldn’t surprise us that being church means almost constantly addressing 

challenges.  We are human, after all!   

It’s been said that marriage is never 50/50.  Sometimes it’s 75/25 or 

10/90 as seasons and circumstances change.  The same could be said about 

the Church.  Christian love is a commitment to a commitment.  We are meant 

to share burdens with one another, even when it sometimes means my back is 

overloaded for a season.  Christian love looks like following the way of Christ 

who carried the unimaginable weight of the cross for us all.   
Cont. 
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Christian love is also. . . 

Being present no matter how awkward 

Continuing to love in uncomfortable situations 

Love my neighbor no matter what 

Always include others, no matter what 

Make a way where none exists 

These submissions reflect that there is something 

absolute about Christian love.  We are to love (or 

include or find a way or be present) without 

exception.  It is our responsibility to push through 

difficult circumstances and love anyway.
 
  The 

Church is meant to be a community that both 

invites others to our table and mobilizes outside 

our walls to show up for people in need.   
 

Perhaps all of the submissions are summed 

up best by these two:  He loved us; we love 

others.  You’re my sister, you’re my brother.  

When we consider what God has done for us, we 

are humbled and cannot help but share that love.  

We can’t help but treat one another as family in 

Christ.  In Christian love we find freedom:  

freedom to be ourselves, freedom to challenge 

one another, freedom to apologize and receive forgiveness, freedom to forgive, 

freedom to repent and start again.   

If you haven’t had the opportunity to think about six words on Christian 

love, I encourage you to do so.  And, if you’d like to share it, I’d love to see it!   
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Communion Class 
 

Pastor Emily and Mrs. Margaret will 

be hosting a "Communion Class" on 

Friday, March 8
th
 at 5:30.  Pre-

Confirmation age children who can 

read and an accompanying adult are invited to join us for dinner and 

a interactive lesson to help children gain a deeper understanding of 

communion and its significance to our worship.   Please text or email  

Mrs. Margaret to RSVP (margaret@bethlehemucc.org. 

 

 

Help Wanted: Easter Egg Stuffers  
 

Please consider joining Mrs. Margaret  in the youth room to 

stuff Easter Eggs on Friday, March 22 at 10 am.  When the 

eggs are stuffed and ready for the bunny, we will head to a 

restaurant for some lunch and fellowship!  Please text or 

email Mrs. Margaret to RSVP 

(margaret@bethlehemucc.org . 

 

Bible Presentations 
 

It is tradition at Bethlehem to present children with an early reader 

Bible around their 8
th
 birthday.  If your child is 8 and has not  

received a Bible, please sign them up to receive a Bible on  

Sunday March 3, 10, or 17.  Children will be invited to share a  

Bible verse during Children's Chat and will then receive their  

new Bible.   Please text or email Mrs. Margaret to RSVP 

(margaret@bethlehemucc.org. 

 

Cont. 

mailto:margaret@bethlehemucc.org
mailto:margaret@bethlehemucc.org
mailto:margaret@bethlehemucc.org
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Palm Sunday 
 

Children are invited to wave palm branches during 

worship.  Please meet Mrs. Margaret and the Sunday 

School teachers in the Motley Crew room before  

worship to line up.  
 

Easter Sunday 

 

There will be an Easter Egg Hunt following worship on 

Easter Sunday.  Children should meet in the children's 

wing immediately after worship.  We will hunt eggs in the 

side yard.  Adults are encouraged to help line the  

perimeter of the side yard to help keep our children 

safe.  *Please note the egg hunt only takes a few 

minutes! 
 

 

Children Sunday School in March 
 

GLOW IN THE DARK:  

A 5-Week Series from the Gospels on Easter. 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: 

In the dark, a world of neon colors comes to life. 

Whether it’s the soft green of glow-in-the-dark 

stars or the bright colors of bioluminescent creatures, light can break through 

the darkness. When the world needed some light, God sent Jesus because he 

glows in the dark, and he can teach us how to shine with God’s light, too! In this 

five-week series through the Gospels, we’ll follow Jesus’ life leading up to  

Easter to see some of the ways he can shine bright in our lives. As we explore,  

 

 
Cont. 
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we’ll see Jesus is the light in the darkness. We’ll also learn how we can 

choose Jesus and know God hears our cries while celebrating how Jesus died 

and rose again! 

 

DOWNLOAD THIS MONTH’S PARENT DEVOTIONAL 

 

 

Youth Sunday School in March 
 

JUSTIFIED:  

A 4-Week Series from the New Testament on Anger. 

 

 
 
SERIES OVERVIEW: 
Anger is such a big, powerful emotion. When we're angry about things that 

matter, our anger can lead us toward action. Anger can even inspire us to 

make the world a better place! But other times, our anger can lead us to make 

choices that are harmful to ourselves or others. There's no escaping situations 

or people who make us angry, but how we respond when we're angry is up to 

us. So if we can’t completely avoid getting angry, what can we do? In this  

four-week series, we’ll explore four passages of Scripture from both the Old 

and New Testaments that might challenge our view on anger. We’ll learn  

practical skills like when we feel angry, pause to ask God why. We’ll see how, 

when we’re angry, Jesus shows us how to respond. And in our anger, we'll be 

challenged to show grace and not get hurtful. 

 

CHECK OUT THIS MONTH'S STUDENT DEVOTIONAL 

 

DOWNLOAD THIS MONTH’S PARENT DEVOTIONAL 

 

 

http://sycu.org/GITD_PDevo
http://sycu.org/Justified_StudentDevotionals
http://sycu.org/Justified_ParentDevo
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Please plan to join us on Sunday, March 10, following worship for our 

annual all-church Pi(e) Lunch. The menu will be: vegetable beef and 

plantation chicken noodle soups, turkey and ham sandwiches, pie, and 

a beverage.  

 

Help the kitchen team plan accordingly; RSVP HERE or call the 

church office at 867-2497.  We are in need of donated pies.  Please 

click HERE if you are able to help.  There is no cost for the meal; 

however, free-will offerings are graciously accepted.  

 

We look forward to seeing everyone for fellowship and a shared meal!  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11W_Gj5VTLidW1pePBOqO6mqZ0CsABU6zpYM6cZI2ewA/edit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48A8AA2EA7FCC43-47759095-piedonation
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 This is a UCC/DOC (Disciples of Christ) initiative that shut down during 

Covid.  It is a lay-led initiative during six Saturdays prior to Easter, during 

Lent.  While we have retained the moniker “(Men’s) Lenten Breakfasts”, it now  

includes women, and they are encouraged to attend and participate.  The six 

hosts for the Saturday breakfasts are: 

*Please RSVP to Rich Steedman(richardbsteedman@gmail.com) or Dan  

Carwile (dan.carwile@oldnational.com) the Wednesday prior to the date you 

plan to attend.  
 

Mar. 2   @ Bethel UCC, 3029 North Green River Road, Evansville (we will  
 celebrate multiple generations in attendance that day) 

Mar. 9  @ Bethlehem UCC, 6400 Oak Hill Road, Evansville (we will note  
 broadly those who have moved on to the Church Triumphant in a brief 
 memorial service) 

Mar. 16 @ Zoar UCC, 4600 Church Road, Evansville 

Mar. 23 @ St. Paul’s German Township, 8701 Big Cynthiana Road, Evansville 
 (Communion)  

     Breakfasts begin at 7:30 a.m., with a service to follow at 8:30 a.m.  Again, 

this is a lay-led initiative, and the men and women of the churches will put on 

the breakfast and lead the service to follow.  Free-will offerings will be used to 

offset expenses for the day, and then will benefit United Caring Services and  

Tri-State Food Bank.   

     We encourage the men and women of Bethlehem to participate in these 

meaningful services at each location.  Moreover, for the men and women of 

Bethlehem, we will need many volunteers when we host on Saturday, March 

9.  Barry Jones is heading up the kitchen crew, and Rich Steedman is heading 

up the service (arranging the speaker, music, ushers, etc.). 

mailto:richardbsteedman@gmail.com
mailto:dan.carwile@oldnational.com
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May 19 - Send Off Sunday 

Join us for worship followed by food, games, and music in the parking lot as we 
send Pastor Emily to begin her sabbatical journey. 

May 26 - Memorial Day Sunday 

A display of our church’s history will be in the Welcoming Area.  At 11:30, tours 
will be led of the church and grounds. 

May 28 - African American Museum 

The first of two tours of the African American Museum.  Complimentary tickets 
and transportation (if needed) will be available.   

Tony & Shirley Starks 
 

Retired, married 38 years with three grown children. We began 

looking for a theologically progressive church family who are 

warm and welcoming to all people that offered a contemporary 

service. We are so grateful God led us to Bethlehem United 

Church of Christ.  
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Children in Worship 
 

 

We love having our young people involved 

every week in worship!  You’ll see them  

weekly during Children’s Chat and serving as 

acolytes and often ushers, sometimes even 

soloists and liturgists!  And, if you're really 

lucky, you might spot a couple of sweet friends 

sharing a hymnal.  

 

 

They are learning and growing. . .right 

alongside the grown-ups!  Thank you, 

God, for generations learning,  

serving, and worshipping together! 
 

The Tuesday morning Bible study 

group was off to a great start with 

their new book John: The Gospel of 

Light and Life by Adam Hamilton. 
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Hello from Church Council! It’s still early in the year, and not a lot has  

happened so far, which is a good thing! This month in Council we decided to 

update our CD for a longer term and better interest rate. We are also looking for 

a polling point person - Bethlehem is a polling location in May and November, 

and we are looking for someone to coordinate with local officials.  Please get in 

touch with me (kafelt@msn.com), or call the church office, if you are interested.  

 

Kelley Felt 

Church Council President 

February Update 

Directory Updates 
 

Contact church office 

 
 

mailto:kafelt@msn.com
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3 Basic Recycling Rules 

Knowing these rules and putting them into practice will help 

you recycle more efficiently.  And it will help to ensure  

everything that makes it into your bin finds a second life.   

Save the Date 

Metal Recycling Drive 

March 23 

 

8:00 - 11:00 am  

BUCC Parking Lot (by tennis court) 

 

We are hosting another metal recycling drive here at Bethlehem. Now is the 

time to start collecting items that can be recycled. Any metal item is accepted 

except those containing freon.  Feel free to share the event details with  

family, friends, and neighbors.   
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Dear Children’s Ministry, 

 

Thanks so much for the books you brought to Charlie.  It 

definitely put a smile on a his face.  We are so glad to be 

home, and he’s settled into his “new normal” brilliantly.  I’m 

so proud of my little guy.  Thanks for all of your kind words and caring thoughts.   

Love, 

The Palmer Family 

 

 

Dear Pastor Emily, 

 

The generous gift was a great act of mercy.  May it be multiplied 100 fold and 

returned to you.  It was the right gift at the right time and we appreciate your 

obedience to the leading of the Holy Spirit.  God bless Bethlehem UCC. 

 

Rita Brown and Barb Bias 

God is Good  

 

 

 

Dear Bethlehem UCC, 

 

GATHER Network wishes to thank you for your donation in the amount of $300. 
 

Your gift has helped our ministry grow and serve in areas of great need among 

those resistant to the Gospel and some unengaged by any effort of  

evangelization. Our efforts in Community Health Evangelism and Theology by 

Extension and indigenous Amazonian peoples has grown to reach remote  

communities in South America. Continued consulting in Africa and Central Asia 

has been possible through your generosity. We are blessed to share the news 

Cont. 
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of an active ministry in India reaching remote Hindu tribal  

villages and ministering to street children and orphans.  

 

Graterfully, 

Virginia Grimm,  

    President of the Board, GATHER Network 

 

 

 

 

Greetings!  

I pray this letter brings you joy to learn how lives are transformed through your  

financial partnership with FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes). We are so  

grateful for your help ($250.00) in reaching coaches and athletes around the world 

with the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  

FCA's Greater theme in 2023 inspired us to totally trust in God's leading to reach 

more people in greater ways. We broke records in the numbers of camps (1,042) 

and camp attendance {110,676). More importantly, a total of 51,730 people made 

faith decisions with the help of your partnership! Your investment provided the  

opportunities to engage, equip, and empower more sports competitors as  

disciples who make disciples. Jesus Christ is transforming the lives of coaches 

and athletes!  

Here's how one young basketball player and runner relies on what he has learned 

to show Jesus Christ to those around him:  

"God's promises make me want to play sports to give God glory and let others 

know and see how wonderful He is. I am so thankful for all the things God has 

done for me, and that one of the best things I can do is do all things (including 

sports) to represent Him."  

 Micaiah Johnson, Loganville, Georgia 
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God moved through FCA in 2023 ! As each coach and  

athlete connected with God's Word, lives were changed. I 

invite you to join with Team FCA as we celebrate these  

milestones of continued transformation: 

• A total of 1.28 million FCA YouVersion reading plans have now been  

completed. The growing number shows that readers continue to be equipped 

in developing biblical character in their sports and daily lives. 

• FCA's distribution of 230,247 Bibles encouraged coaches and athletes in 

their discipleship - no matter what stage of the journey they are in. 

Thank you for partnering with us to see the world transformed by Jesus Christ.  I 

am so glad that God brought us together as partners to disciple greater  

numbers of coaches and athletes who will reach the world for Him!  

Peace and Blessings,  

Shane Williamson, President/CEO  

 

 

Bethlehem United Church of Christ, 

Thank you so much for your recent contribution to and continual support of 

Weekday Christian Education!  We are grateful for your support of this ministry, 

which ensures its students learn how to value themselves and others, learn of 

God’s immeasurable love for them, and learn that their identity can be found in 

Him (Ephesians 2:10). 

I personally have the privilege of assisting in two of our classes at one of the 

EVSC elementary schools.  At the start to the year, one third-grade boy pro-

fessed to be a “pagan,” but kept coming and learning abut Jesus.  Today, he 
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proudly proclaims to be a Chrisian and has given his heart 

to God! 

Without the help of generous donors like Bethlehem UCC, 

this little boy may have never heard of God’s love for him.  

Thank you for partnering with us to make an impact on the Evansville  

community. 

Brittney Casebolt 

 

 

On March 16-17 we welcome our Indiana Kentucky Conference Minister, Rev. 

Dr. Chad Abbott.  He will bring the message at both of our worship services that 

weekend as well as meet with our Confirmation class during the Sunday School 

hour.  Please make plans to join us as we welcome him! 
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It’s easy to be an altar flower donor to celebrate an 

anniversary or birthday or remember a loved one. Prices 

are $40 for two vases and $35 for one centerpiece.  
 

View all available dates and online sign-up instructions at bethlehemucc.org To 

streamline the process, please sign-up online if at all possible or contact Cindy 

Carwile at 812-430-6953. Paper forms are available outside the church office.   
                        

                                                              Available dates for the next few months! 
 

March 3 

April 14, 21 

May 12, 26 

https://bethlehemucc.org/altar-flower-sign
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March 15 Bob Harrison 

March 17 Carlie Inman 

March 17 Ethan Moore 

March 20 JoEllen Clark 

March 23 Landon Rollins 

March 24 Richard Royalty 

March 25 Teddy Thewes 

March 26 Caroline Palmer 

March 26 Natalie Slade 

March 27 Norah Geske 

March 28 Isabella Allen 

March 28 Beau Heseman 

March 29 Tyler Rardin 

March 31 Debbie Havens 

March 02 Eliza Hoffman 

March 03 Sylvie French 

March 04 Chloe Green 

March 05 Glen Schlensker 

March 06 Autumn Reising 

March 08 Jerry Walker 

March 09 Thom Solecki 

March 10 Sharon Kleeman 

March 10 Xavier Fromme 

March 10 Grant Longwell 

March 12 Ben Oglesby 

March 12 Hallie Spurling 

March 13 Rick Klass 

March 14 Joel Harper 

March 13 Josh & Becky Geske 

March 18 Jesse & Sherry Bernal 

March 27 Marvin & Lois Durnil 

March 02 Ed and Cindi Wessel 

March 04 Thom and Kathy Solecki 

March 05 Michael & Margy Hungate 

 

The monthly 

Star list is of 

our friends  

eighteen and 

younger and 

the young at 

heart, seventy 

and older. You 

can find a  

complete listing 

of January-

December.  

birthdays at  

www.bethlehe

mucc.org/estar. 

Please contact 

the church  

office if you 

would  

appreciate a 

paper copy. 

 

Let’s fill the mailboxes of our  

Special Seniors on their birthdays.   

https://bethlehemucc.org/estar
https://bethlehemucc.org/estar


Please contact the church office if you are aware of any address changes. 

(812) 867-2497 (Office) 

email: church@bethlehemucc.org 

website: bethlehemucc.org 

Follow us on Facebook,  

Instagram, and Twitter 

 

 

Office Hours  

Monday 12:00 - 3:00 PM 

Tuesday - Thursday  

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 

OUR VISION STATEMENT: 
 

 Striving to welcome all who seek God; to grow in faith;  

and to love neighbor as self through action. 


