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Our Civil Rights Study is currently reading The Color of Compromise by 

Jemar Tisby, which focuses specifically on the white churchôs role and 

response to racism during various parts of our nationôs history.   

Tisby writes about how conversations around slavery centered on its 

political and economic implications.  Questions like, ñWhat would happen to 

the economy without slave labor?ò dominated debate.   

At every turn, maintaining the institution of slavery, which was 

understood to be ñtoo big to fail,ò dominated.  Startlingly absent (or quickly 

dismissed) from these conversations was the humanity of black bodies.  

Sadly, this is true even in the Church, where ñmade in the image of Godò 

should have led the conversation. 

In Virginia in 1667, a crisis arose as the call to 

evangelize intersected with Christian 

slaveownersô fear that baptism would require 

them to free their slaves.  Where the Church 

could have said, ñYes, of course!  Now you 

understand the Gospel message!ò Instead a 

law was passed that baptism conferred only 

ñspiritual freedomò. Their bondage would not 

be impacted.  The Virginia General Assembly 

wrote, ñMasters, freed from this doubt, may 

more carefully endeavor the propagation of 

Christianity by permitting children, though 

slaves. . .to be admitted to the sacrament [of baptism]ò (Tisby, 25).    continued 

 

Our Civil Rights Study  

includes 23 participants from 

Bethlehem, 12 from the 

ETSA, and 8 from the wider 

community.  In April, 29 folks 

will participate in a tour 

through Birmingham,  

Montgomery, and the  

Whitney Plantation. 

mailto:klsolecki@gmail.com
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A hundred years later, the Baptist General Committee of Virginia took a 

bold stance against slavery, saying they would not permit slaveholders to be 

members ñin good standingò. The backlash was so strong that they eventually 

reversed course, compromising that such issues are ñfor the state, not the 

churchò to decide (Tisby, 52).  

Over and over again, the Church 

relinquished its moral authority, allowing 

the economic and political pressures of 

the world to influence and silence the 

moral witness of the Church. 

In 2026, any reasonable person would say the Church should have been 

united in opposition to slavery from the very start.  In hindsight, we can see so 

clearly the mistake it was that Christians were ever involved in the slave trade 

and how too often we have hidden in the safety of, ñthatôs an issue for the state, 

not the Church.ò 

But moral authority is precisely the role of the Church.  It is our Christian 

witness to the world.  And our failures in the past should guide us to greater 

clarity and courage under new circumstances.   

February is Black History Month.  During this month, many of us try to 

expand our historical understanding.  But learning is merely entertainment if we 

do not also learn from the history.  And the best way to honor the horrors of the 

Black experience in America is to allow our learning to guide us. 

We have an opportunity to apply our learnings from the past in an issue 

that is currently supercharged in our country, that of undocumented 

immigration.   

             continued 
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Some say we need to get those who are here illegally out of our country.  

Some say their presence here hurts those of us with citizenship.  Some quibble 

with the way enforcement is happening but still stand by the detention and 

deportation of the undocumented.   

On the other side, some argue, ñWho will 

pick our tomatoes if we deport all the 

undocumented immigrants?  Losing them will 

tank the economy!ò  Notice that even the side 

seemingly trying to advocate for immigrants 

frequently has as its central argument their 

usefulness.   

Both sides of the issue come up short in their own ways and risk 

repeating the mistakes of our past.  Our faith calls us not to center economic 

impact (both ñThey take our jobs!ò AND ñWho will provide cheap labor when 

theyôre gone?ò) but the humanity of those in question.  Immigrants areðevery 

one of themðmade in the image of God.   

The Church will likely not be the ones to solve the thorny issue of 

immigration in this country.  But we must resist those who would ignore or 

dismiss the humanity of those affected by detention and deportation: real 

people, real families, real heartache, real fear, real loss, real tragedy.  Not drains 

on society, not cheap labor, not a monolith of existential threat.  People.   

Hindsight allows the Church to now see how we failed to center the 

humanity of black bodies during slavery in this country.  We still have time to 

learn from those mistakes and center the humanity of immigrants in every 

conversation about immigration, detention, and deportation in our day.   

We can start by doing this in our own minds, hearts, prayers, and 

spheres of influence.  Where we might go from there is a path that we must 

continue to discern in good faith and in our shared faith, together.    continued 
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So God created humans
 
in his image, in the image of God he created 

them.  ð Genesis 1.28 

óLord. . .when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you . . . ?  

And the king will answer them, óTruly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 

least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to me.ô  ð Matthew 25 

Bible Presentation 

for Sylvie French 

Baptism of Naomi Ngbede  

Naomiôs parents are  

Erin Johnson and Henry Ngbede.  
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February Children and Youth Curriculums  

What weôre teaching!  

 

 

TRAILBLAZER (CHILDREN): A 4-Week Series from the 

Gospels on Jesus' Teachings 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: Jesus was a true trailblazerðnot just for his time, but for 

all time! Jesus' teachings and way of life often went against the grain of what 

people expected, showing us a whole new way to live and love. While blazing 

new trails, Jesus never wavered from the path of following God, and he paved 

the way for us to follow his lead. In this 4-week series, kids will learn to trust  

Jesus even when itôs not easy, show others the way to God, let Godôs love 

take the lead, and pray the way Jesus prayed. 

 

DOWNLOAD THIS MONTHôS PARENT DEVOTIONAL  

 

FIND YOUR WAY (YOUTH): A 4-Week Series from  

Matthew on Spiritual Growth 

 

SERIES OVERVIEW: Life can feel confusing. We hit mo-

ments where weôre not sure which way to go, what decision 

to make, or how to figure things out. Wouldnôt it be nice if there was a map that 

could guide us through lifeðnot just for directions, but for making choices, living 

life, and knowing God better? If you've ever been there, good news! The Bible is 

more than an old bookðitôs a map that helps us find our way. In this 4-week se-

ries from the book of Matthew, weôll discover how the Bible helps us see 

things differently, shows us how to be like Jesus, reveals what God is like, 

and teaches us what is true. 
 

CHECK OUT THIS MONTH'S STUDENT DEVOTIONAL 

 

DOWNLOAD THIS MONTHôS PARENT DEVOTIONAL  

https://sycu.org/Trailblazer_Elem_ParentDevo_GrowKids
https://sycu.org/FindYourWay_StudentDevo_GrowStudents
http://sycu.org/FindYourWay_ParentDevo_Students_V8
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                      Altar Flowers 
 

Itôs easy to be a Sunday altar flower donor to celebrate an  

anniversary or birthday or remember a loved one. Prices are $40 

for two vases and $35 for one centerpiece.  To view available 

dates and sign up, see our website or click here.  Paper forms are  

always available in the vestibule (office entrance open 24/7), church office  

hallway, Welcoming Area, children and youth entrance, and narthex.   

 

Available upcoming dates:  February 8 & 22 - March 1, 8, 15, & 22 

 

If you have any altar flower questions, please contact Carol Kolb  

at carolrkolb@yahoo.com .  

 

 

 

On Tuesdays, youôll find this friendly 

group dining at various restaurants 

across Evansville. New faces are  

always welcomed at ROMEO for  

fellowship and a shared meal.  See 

Emilyôs Editions for more information.   

https://bethlehemucc.org/altar-flower-sign
mailto:carolrkolb@yahoo.com ?subject=Altar%20Flowers
mailto:carolrkolb@yahoo.com ?subject=Altar%20Flowers
mailto:carolrkolb@yahoo.com ?subject=Altar%20Flowers
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Tri-State Food Bank 
 
We are continuing our collection of canned fruit on communion  

weekends in 2026.  You may bring donations to either the  

Saturday or Sunday worship service.  From September-

December 2025, 613 items were donated, and 65 items in  

January 2026.  The next collection weekend will be February 7 

and 8.  Pick up a can or two of fruit (with pull-tabs, if possible) 

each time you grocery shop, and youôll be ready!  Thank you 

for your generosity and support of the Tri-State Food Bank. 

 

Outreach Giving in 2025 

 

Once again in 2025, the Outreach Committee received funds from the church budget 

and the Voigt Trust distribution, to make donations to organizations and agencies in our 

community and beyond.  The following were chosen in 2025: 

 

   CAJE (Congregations Advocating for Justice and Empowerment) 

   United Caring Services (2 windows) 

   St. Lucas UCC Snack Program 

   Young and Established 

   Community One 

   Items for the 2025 Bucket Blitz 

   SAWS (builds wooden residential ramps) 

   EVSC Foundation (classroom book sets and office equipment - 4 different schools 

 and the Evansville Psychiatric Childrenôs Center received items) 

   Immigrant Welcome and Resource Center of Evansville 
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Change of Date! 
 

 
Mark your calendar for April 26, the new date for the Outreach Committeeôs 

Time and Talent Auction.  Weôll begin with lunch after the worship service,  

followed by a live auction offering goods and services donated by our own  

talented Bethlehem members.  In the process, weôll get to know each other  

better while raising funds to purchase supplies for the 2026 Bucket Blitz.  A 

very small samplings of the items to be auctioned: 

 

 

 Wooden sconces made by John Small 

 One complete car detailing from Wayne Gander 

 An afternoon pool party at the Gander residence 

 Crocheted Christmas ornaments made by Mike Slade 

 A piece of commissioned art from Natalie Slade  

 

 

Our congregation is filled with cooks and bakers, gardeners and craftspeople, 

carpenters and computer experts é and the list goes on!  Do you have a  

special talent youôre willing to share?  Please contact Susan Worthington (812-

589-2213) or Andrea Gander (812-499-8755).   

 
Watch for updates and more details in next monthôs STAR and upcoming  

Emilyôs Editions.  The Outreach Team is excited to sponsor this opportunity for 

food, fellowship, fun, and fundraising! 
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Some from the Outreach Committee had the  

exciting opportunity to deliver our donations to  

local EVSC schools.  Outreach designated 

funds from the Voigt Trust to buy a printer,  

laminator, and other supplies for Evansville  

Psychiatric Childrenôs Center and classroom 

book sets for Virtual Academy, Daniel Wertz, 

Stringtown, and Vogel.  We are so grateful to 

be able to support the teachers and students 

in our community! 

Please join us for a time 

of prayer, song,  

imposition of ashes, and 

communion as we begin 

the season of Lent.  
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During Lent, the lay-led ministry of the UCC and DOC churches has conducted 

a weekly breakfast and worship for over 40 years.  We hope you will help us 

continue this ministry by attending one, some, or all of the Saturdays.  No need 

to RSVP.  Breakfast is at 8:00 a.m., with the service to follow at about 8:45 

a.m.  The theme this year is ñGod Sent a Savior into the Worldò and the  

morning is open to all men and women, and all ages are encouraged to come. 

The charities we support are United Caring Services and Tri-State Food Bank.   

 

February 21  Christ Church, 3601 Washington Ave, Evansville 

February 28    Zion Lippe, 9000 Copperline Rd, Mount Vernon 

March 7          Bethlehem UCC 

March 14       St. Lucas, 33 W Virginia St, Evansville 

March 21        St. John's East, 7000 Lincoln Ave, Evansville 

March 28       St. Paul's German Township, 8701 Big Cynthiana Rd, Evansville   

 

Bethlehem hosts the third breakfast. There will be a choir that morning, and we 

encourage other voices to join the approximately 10 to 12 men from the  

Bethlehem Chancel Choir, as the pieces we will sing will be familiar to all.  Be 

on the lookout for more information about Bethlehem's hosting date.   

We rejoice with church family members who are celebrating 

birthdays and anniversaries this month.  A full list of  

birthdays and anniversaries can found on our website at  

bethlehem/estar or by contacting the church office (867-2497) 

for a printed list. 

https://bethlehemucc.org/estar


February
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We joyfully share that Troy Vaupel has been elected as an at-large member of 

the Board of Directors for the IndianaïKentucky Conference of the United 

Church of Christ. 

Troy is grateful for the opportunity to serve the wider church and to support the 

meaningful ministry taking place across our congregations and communities 

throughout Indiana and Kentucky. He offers heartfelt thanks for the  

encouragement, prayers, and support. 

Please join us in congratulating Troy and keeping him in prayer as he begins 

this new chapter of service. 

 

_ůģŗúůú-oĭůƸǈĖšǖ 9ŹůŀĭƣĭůĖĭ {ĭǔƨ  
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