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 The nostalgia of Christmas time is unrivaled by any other season.  

Sometimes it feels like if we turn on the right music, get the tree lit just so, and 

can sit still enough, we can almost reach Christmases past again.  We can 

almost walk through Grandmaôs front door again.  We can almost feel that 

snuggly baby in his footed pajamas, chest slowly rising and falling in our arms.  

We can almost hear neighbors caroling from the porch. 

 That nostalgia is a little bit like the feeling of Advent waiting.  We wait 

for something that can never be again.  No matter how long we wait in the 

stillness, we canôt get back to first century Bethlehem any more than we can 

go back to Grandmaôs house, or to sleeping babies.  But we can almost revisit 

such times through stories, our memory, and something just a little mysterious 

that we canôt quite explainðmaybe thatôs the Holy Spirit visiting us as the 

Comforter Scripture describes. 

 During Advent, we wait for something that has already happened, which 

might seem a bit absurd.  But thatôs not all weôre waiting for (though what else 

weôre waiting for might sound equally absurd to some).  The season of Advent 

reminds us that we are a perpetually waiting people, always awaiting the 

Second Advent, when Christ will come again, when Godôs Kingdom will come 

in fullness.  Recently, in worship, weôve talked a bit about a day yet to come 

when there will be a new heaven and a new earth.  We mustnôt ever lose sight 

of that hope, for it keeps us going from day to day, from one season to 

whatever might lie ahead. 

 This Advent, Iôll be preaching loosely-based on a devotional that has 

guided my Advent observance in past years, The Meaning is in the Waiting.  

And in the frenzy of activity that marks our Decembers, I will try once more to 

mailto:klsolecki@gmail.com
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commit to quieting my heart and mind daily to feel the weight of the waiting for 

what came once long, long ago and for that which we hope will one day be fully 

realized.   

 If youôd like to join me in finding meaning in the liminal space, I invite you 

to grab a used copy of the book from one of the entrances (or you can buy it 

digitally online).  If youôd like to reimburse the church, the books were about $5 

apiece. 

 

December 7:  Called to Wait:  Abraham and Sarah, Our Ancestors in the Faith 

December 14:  Waiting for the Day of the Lord:  The Prophets 

December 21:  Waiting Between the Times:  John the Baptist 

December 24:  A Lifetime of Waiting:  Mary  

 

 

Sylvie French, a new acolyte, 

getting a little help from 

acolytes Tessa Head and  

Bethany Slade. 
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Children and Youth Sunday School classes will break for 

the holidays, with December 21 being the last class.  We 

canôt wait to welcome your kiddos back on January 11, 

2026 for our first class of the new year!  

 

 

 

 

 

What fun!  During the Sunday School hour on December 14, the kiddos will 

have time to shop at the Christmas Market. Don't miss it!  Please email Mrs. 

Margaret with any questions at margaret@bethelehemucc.org.    
 

    

     

 

 

 

Gather in the youth room from 5:00 - 7:00 pm on December 14 for food, games, 

crafting, and merriment.  No need to bring a gift! 

 

Many of the homeless are living outside in cars or in places with no heat. 

If you have blankets, sleeping bags, or pillows that you no longer need or use, 

it would be great to pass them on to those in need.  Please place donated items  

in the Welcoming Areaô s coat closet, and Pam Wiseman will transport to the 

homeless ministry at  Aldersgate UMC.   

mailto:margaret@bethelehemucc.org?subject=Christmas%20shop
mailto:pam59wise@gmail.com?subject=blankets
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On December 10 - all day - there 

will be a "Giveback Day" at 

AZZIP Pizza on Evansville's west 

side (5225 Pearl Drive).   

 

Please bring coupon with you instore or use online 

code when ordering. Coupons will be available at 

church entrances.  

Tuesday, December 17, at 6:00 p.m.  

 

The Christmas/Advent season is truly one of mixed  

emotions.  There is so much to keep us busy 

(distracted!), and obviously so much to celebrate with 

Christôs birth.  But there is also a lot of heartache in 

the Christmas storyðwe sometimes gloss over the 

burden to Mary and Joseph, the fate of the precious 

Christ child, and Herodôs horrific plot. 

   

If your Christmas this year is a mix of joy and melancholy, you arenôt alone. 

Bring your sadness, uncertainty, discomfort, questions, grief. . .whatever youôre  

carrying this holiday season, and join us for a special low-key worship service.   

Our Blue Christmas service will be Tuesday, December 16, at 6:00 p.m. in the  

Welcoming Area. 
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Epiphany, traditionally linked to the visit of the Magi to Jesus, is so much more 

than that. It celebrates the coming of the Christ to all the world. To celebrate 

this event, the former ñU-10ò group will be hosting an all-church ñpotluck supperò 

on January 6
th
 at 6:00 pm. Everyone is invited to bring a dish to share and we 

will see what feast we create (kind of like the story of Stone Soup). The evening 

will include a short lesson about Epiphany and the sharing of the story of ñThe 

Fourth Wiseman.ò Thereôs no special purpose for this gathering other than good 

food and fellowship. Mark your calendars now so you wonôt miss the  

celebration. 

 

We welcomed Billy Thompson of 

Habitat for Humanity Evansville  

during our Habitat giving  

weekend. Children were invited to  

deposit their coins for Habitat  

into the Giving Vortex.   

 

This yearôs Back Bay Mission  

team in Biloxi, MS.   
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We rejoice with church family members who are celebrating 

birthdays and anniversaries this month.  A full list of  

birthdays and anniversaries can found on our website at  

bethlehem/estar or by contacting the church office (867-

2497) for a printed list. 

1. Reviewed the proposed 2026 budget and scheduled a vote for approval in 

December.  Thank you to the Budget Committee for their thorough  

preparation and hard work.   

2. Reviewed final changes to the constitution and bylaws, which will be  

presented for approval at the January congregational meeting. 

3.  Please feel free to connect with one of our council members at a future  

     council chat on the last Sunday of each month.   

The Advent season will quickly be behind us, and 

soon it will be time for Dehanging of the Greens.  All 

ages are welcome on January 4, 2026 following  

worship to help tidy up the sanctuary after the  

holidays. Many hands make light work for all, so 

please join us! 

 

https://bethlehemucc.org/estar
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First of all, some thank youôs é 
 
The November collection of canned fruit for the Tri-State 

Food Bank brought in 180 items. 

 

136 cake mixes were delivered to the Evansville Rescue 

Mission for their Gobbler Gathering Thanksgiving food  

basket program. 

 

The Neighbors in Need special offering totaled $1,850. 

 

Bethlehem is a caring congregation, and your generosity is truly appreciated. 

 

 

Upcoming Giving Opportunities 

 

The next collection for the Tri-State Food Bank will be December 6 and 7.  

Please bring your canned fruit donations to either the Saturday or Sunday  

service that weekend. 

 
The Christmas Fund special offering will be taken all through the 

month of December.  This offering is used to help care for active and 

retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of Christ.  

Special envelopes will be found in the pews and at church  

entrances. Gifts can also be made online at bethlehemucc.org. 

 
              continued 
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The Outreach Team will once again be coordinating a Christmas for Caze  

project.  We have obtained the names of some first through third graders this 

year, and will collect gifts of a book, small toy, and art supplies for each child.  

Check out the fireplace and Christmas tree display in the Welcoming Area, 

choose an ornament or stocking, and follow the guidelines on the back.  All gifts 

need to be wrapped and returned to the church by Sunday, December 14, so 

they can be delivered to Caze School. 

 

 

 

                                                  Last, But Not Least é 

 

Circle Sunday, February 22, on your new 2026 calendar!  The Outreach Team 

is planning what we hope will be a fun and successful new event to support next 

yearôs Bucket Blitz (previously funded by the Pumpkin Patch). 

 

We will begin with a lasagna lunch after the worship service on February 22,  

followed by a ñTime and Talentò live auction.  Our congregation is filled with 

teachers, business owners, accountants, attorneys, technology experts, master 

gardeners, artists and craftspeople, great cooks, é and the list goes on!   

 

Some examples of what might be auctioned: 

¶  A voucher for one of our youth to rake your leaves next fall 

¶  Special dishes prepared for you by one of our wonderful cooks 

¶  A beautiful piece of art 

¶  Computer advice or help preparing a presentation for your special event 

¶  The use of someoneôs swimming pool for a pool party 

 

                      Continued 
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If you have a talent, skill, or gift to share, contact Susan Worthington 

(stevesusanworthington@gmail.com), Andrea Gander (agoose123@aol.com), 

or Dee Russell (drussell801@sbcglobal.net). 

 

It is our wish that, in addition to raising money for the Bucket Blitz, we will get 

to know each other better and to appreciate the many talents found in the 

Bethlehem family!  Check Emilyôs Edition and the February STAR for much 

more information. 

The youth prepared meals to serve to 

guests at United Caring Services before 

heading off to their Friendsgiving Dinner.   

mailto:stevesusanworthington@gmail.com
mailto:agoose123@aol.com
mailto:drussell801@sbcglobal.net


The Bethlehem STAR 

13 

 

Did you enjoy a delicious Eosin 

apple pie for the Thanksgiving  

holiday?  Here was the pie-

making magic in action.   

 

Pastor Doug reviewed proposed  

Constitution and Bylaw changes with 

the Church Council.  
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Many helpers successfully painted the Advent 

wreaths to be distributed to the children and 

youth families, while others worked on  

assembling the additional items and gift bags. It 

was a wonderful time of fellowship and ministry.  
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Acolytes Ben Oglesby and  

Natalie Slade with Pastor Emily in 

Sunday worship. 


